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Bragged to N.Y. cops
of . murder, torture g d-

=T

global skulduggery:

= '.-:,).. EX

Of The Builetin Staff - =i+ 5

Frank Terpil, ex-CIA agent. turned international, out- |
law, was at his outrageous. best.during the 1979‘Christ‘ma$
season as he told hair-raising ‘“war" stories to two Latin:
American, revolutionaries holed up in the New York Hil

By JOSEPH R. DAUGHEN and FRANCIS X. GEARY

ton Hotel, .- :

L mem

What Terpil didn't: know: was. that the “revolution: |

aries” were: undercover New.York City policemen ‘and::
Room 2327 was wired. Besides capturing on tape, Terpil's

et B

bizarre tales of murder and torture, the policé had res;
corded his acceptance: of a $56,000 down payment in. a:
deal which would bring him $2 million -for illegally de-
livering 10,000 machine guns to the revolutionaries. -
When the undercover cops’ colleagues busted into the
room on Dec. 22, Terpil pulled out. a silencer-equipped
Browning revolver, but quickly surrendered it. -
> Terpil, 41, spent the holidays in a New York jail.. Hel
was still there on Jan. 4;.1980, when Philadelphia police
arrested Bradley F. Bryant, 37, and two others at Inter-
national Airport. A search of Bryant's suite at the Shera-
ton Airport Inn turned up a small arsenal of semi-auto-|
matic weapons and a silencer. - . N
On Jan. 10, Terpil posted $100,000 bail and walked out
of jail. He and his partner, another-former CIA agent
named Edwin P.. Wilson, 52, are now fugitives hiding out:
inthe Middle East. ~ ... .. - . %
Bryant, meanwhile, is sitting in an ‘Elgin, UL, prison]
awaiting trial on charges of seiling $250,000 worth of mar-
ijuana to undercover police last May. He was convicted
in federal court in Philadelphia of possession of a silenc-
er, and sentenced (0 two years in jait. And he faces
charges of conducting a gigantic fraud in.Savannah, Ga.
In addition,- Bryant:was indicted last- March for al.
legedly. stealing. sessitivé mititary-equipment- from the.
super-secret €hind-Lake, Calif., Naval Weapons Center
during 1378 afid 167. Justice Department sources said
that the ifdiétmient  résulted: from an - investigation
triggered By & Builetin sefies about Bryant and his ine
volveri@it ifi Chifia Lake: .. . . prasemny e
_The seiies quoted ageociates of Bryant as saying they:
believed their removal of equipment from China Lake:
was part of a CIA-sponsored scheme to acquire.a Soviety
radar system installed in Libya. The-stolen equipment,
they said, was to be traded for the radar system.:. ~ - =
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1 In all, Bryant could be hit with prison.seﬂgenc&s long |’

old man. “.i - : :
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encugh-to- keep him behmd‘bars until- he'is'a very, very

~.+[0Vestigators say. they are oping,the threat of dhevs

SRy

- Secrets, and general global skullduggery.on,an unprece-.
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sentences will persuade B
about . his own operations, a

Weapons-center in.an. il y
:and technology to sell to Libya. They have foung at least |
two China Lake employes who took leaves of absence to
work for Wilson and Terpil'in Libya. - LS N
‘_'; If itlhe‘re‘.- is a connection between Bryant and Wilson..
‘Terpil, investigators said, it i > '
China Lake: g g \7‘.15 prnhlx)gt')‘l‘y:‘cg be found <
" So far, Bryant has remained silent; - 1%,

. But federal investigators working out of Philadelphia, |
Washington, . Denver and Fresno, Calif., have minetfl.
enough information about Wilson and Terpil to paint 3.
picture of the renegade C1A agents being involved in gun~
running, aiding'and abetting terrorisn, selling Ameérican

13

o
~+ Coae

dentedscale., ;. - e . . PR (= AR T

_.Wilson and Terpil were federaily indicted on Apri} 23,
- 1980, for illegally shipping explosives to Libya trom Pg. :
: mona, Calif., and for conspiring to murder a critic of
- Libya’s dictator, Col. Moammar Khadafy, - - s

* In addition, Terpil was convicted in absentia in Neu;~
York State court last May 15 for the attempted sale of

: machine guns. He was sentenced to 33 years in prison by

-‘Justice Thomas Galligan, who characterized men-~like -
- Terpil this way: a R

: “They have no. allegiance to any flag. They pmspér in
-aworld at war. Wherever terrorism and torture are, they

tare."” . oo - ! S
j Terroﬁ§m respects no international boundaries, but in

g the 1970s it took root in the oil-rich and weapons-hungry |

y Middle East. And thatis where Wilson and Terpil sold -

¢ their peculiar talents, e e
i Informatgon obtaineq from interviews with investiga-
'tors, a review of public and still-c_lassiﬁed-_ documents;

: and published reports provides this account-of the Wil !
-son-Terpil operations: -.. . .. R :

' Wilson becamé a CIa contrack agent —as odp&é&-m a.j |

career officer — in 1935, As an agent.'WilsonAdeve!opéd
friendships with high-level CIA officers. In the late 1960s,
he formed Consultants Internatienal Inc., a CIA-front ob:
erating as an export-import company . T

* While Consuitants International was designed as an in:
telhgence-gathering tool, Wilson actuatly conducted busi..
ness through it, selling electronics gear on the world

- market ‘and making'a profit while-tending to CIA busj.-
ness. Some CIA personnel moonlighted for Consultants, .
Wilson ended his CIA association in 1971 and spent thé
next year working for Navaj Intelligence, although he Jod
; friends to believe he was still active in the agency. Somie

"was on.the Naval Intelligence aSsignmen( subséquently

~ turned up for sale in various parts of the world, _, .-




*vith the CIA when-he was caught
smuggling liquor into-[ndia. Terpil's,
wife, Marilyn, a.hair. dresser. told
fn2nds she was a makeup artist for
""le Cl_\ R
¢ Relying va his agency background
Jo Gpen doors. for him, Terpll began
~isiting the world’s trouble spots
after he was dismissed by the CIA.
Fe becama friendly with arms deal-
s in London, mcluding Samuel
&mrrungs a Philadeiphia native
Bho has perhaps-the largest pnvate
weapcna mventory,mthe world.:
—With' access- 10 twedpons, Terplr
aound hiraself . -welcomed- by the
. Palestine Liberation. . Organization
I PLO), Libya’s- Khad'afy an¢ former
ql.canda dictator [di Amin.: .
-.In the New York. Bmon tapes
4mnscnpzs- of which have been ob-
Zained by The Bulletin, Terpil télls of
'aueudmg a dinner with ‘Amin and
“Amin’s aides: At one-goint, said Ter:]
“pil, a tray was carvied into the room
-and. the lid.lifted” off.,exposmg the
thead of the minister of defense.
2¥hen another minister gasped.,. 'rer
4111 continued, Amin pulled out a
and murdered him. g
- = . Terpil established tumbelf in Lon-
'dbn and put together a thriving busi«
-ness selling arms.” Wilson, much
“Hore txgm-hpped than. Terpil,’ was
“vorking the~ same-troubled areas;]
selhng sophisticated: elec:mmc gear

-.By 1973, Wilsonwas able to pur-
tnase a luxurious I.Suo-acre estate in
Lppeml(e Va.,“right next-to the
“Jarm ownad by Sen. John Warner
ZR-Va) and his wife, actress Eliza-
,’,be{h Taylor in the hunt country..

i} ~The . leson-'rerpxl - partnership
slowered in-1976, when. the twe for-
.mer intelligence agents signed:a con~
Xract -with- Khadafy to: supply him
vmh mxhtary expemse and weap-
ons..- . .- . .
< For men. m tHe»asmass Wn.son
%nd Terpil chose, Libya was the.
‘place 1o be. Khadafy had qil revenue
of more than $20 billico a year to.
Spend and;. while his country was.|
poor,. e preferred. to spend it on
2rms: militaty gadgetry, and assas-
smsm«hsposeofh&mtxcs e
‘—Khddafy aiso fade no secref of
}ﬁs finaneial Support for the PLO and.
pthéf_terrorist groups. During this
e, Carlos Ramirez, the notoricus:
- '*Jackal" who allegedly planned the
5.972 massacre at Munich of Israeli
"Plympic athletes, was an henored
cesident of Libya. In the New- York

[l -
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Terpqu who joihed tite CIA as a commu}

¢ cialist in-1963, was f{ired from the agency” in. 197%. An
ea"thy Brooklyn native, Terpil was given to name-drop-
ping, braggmg and boisterous living. He got into trouble

~Hilton tapes, Terpil boasts of seemg
4he Jackal inLibya. & .- »

nons spe-

~lien for arms supplies.’ The Internal.

¢ According to the Apnl23 1980.vf

- dictment of Wilson and Terpil, the!

$wo men arranged for the sh:pment
of explosives to Libya and agreed to
qu up the assassination fn' Egypt of
mar Abdullah Muhayshi, a Khada-
Iy enemy.. Khadafy budgeted $1 mil-|
hon for the assassination, but it nev-
er.came off. .
f’ _Proceeding  withtheir commn-
ment to provide “expertise” 1o Li-
bya, Wilson and Terpll began re-
cruitmg specialists ‘to staff a terror.

gst trammg school near Tripoli. In’

Julu 1977, Maau_er Sgt Luke F.
Thompaon. an active-duty Green
Beret, was contacted. by former CIA
officer Patry Loomis at his home in.
‘Fayetteville, N.C.. who asked him to
assemble’ a crew of former Green
Berets to go to beya. un

". Thompson . has told reporters “he-

che\.ked with. his supenors. was told :

the project was sanctioned ‘by ‘thei
CIA, and was givenia'month’s. leave.
of absence.to. traveF:t - Libyds
.Thompson put together: &% ¢

.four and they flew o leya stoppmg '

first..in. Geneva," wherethey wére
‘~met by Wﬂsom £
THifter=a- Short: 'ume Thompsun
‘said;. herbecime sugpicious of the
project; thhdrew “and: - retumed
home.: But 10 formezs“c;reen Berets;
"Stayed on,‘at pay: ofs.up 136,500 2
month, and ran. the traxmng schgol.
_Thorapson later Jearned: the- Libyan|
‘project-did not have of!‘ cxal CIA ap-
—pmval-t»*w:- AN En
Accordmg-to the New-York T:mes,
lesmn'spem the fall of. 1977 putting
fogether a masgive shlpment of plas:
*tic:C4 explosive.- He wanted 20 tons
of the material,"and this required his
agems to deat with manufacturers m
Ioursmes and Canadai¥' -

““The explosive; purchased at a co oSt .

of at least $250,000, warshnppecl in
“October 1977 from Houston to Tripo-
"li..By this ume Wilson _had estab-
‘lished explosives laboratories at To-
~bruk;. Benghazi.and outside- Tripoli.{

I these' labs, ‘the explosive: was))
shaped into-ash trays, coat hangers,
“and .other devices for use by terrors:
ists..

g .thle Wilson' wu worlqng on de-
hvenng the. explosxve. Terpil was
Ccutting a Separate deal with .Amin.}
, After Amin.was toppled in March
-1979, & 1977 agreement was found in
the offices of his secret police- -under.
" which Terpil was to be paid $3.2 mil-

Revenue Service has filed a $2.4 mil-
lion lien ‘against Terpxl for taxes
owed on the $3.2 miilion, -

Wilson and Terpil continued |

' throughout this perdod to travel all.-

ovér the worid, leaving and entering |
the U.S. at will, even though the gov- |
ernment had been informed of their '
activities as early as the:fall of 1976...
The information came ‘from Kevm!
"Mulcahy, a one-time CIA computen
and communications expen who
wem 10 work for Wilsen.:

Mulcahy has told- mvee.ugamrs he' :

‘initially believed Wilson - was stxll'
working for the CIA. But when' .he;
_found himself becoming-invoived in
“the sale of secret electronic mxhtary
.and “:communicaticns tequipment,’|

Mulcahy said he began to doubt the . ‘ '

agency had approved such actions. |
Among the items sold toKhadafg; he

said, were night-vision scopes of the:

kind that were allegedly stolen later |
“from China Lake by Bradley Bryant. '

- Muleahy told all this, and more, o
govemment nvestigators, then went
4nto  hiding,- he said, :because he -
feared for his life. While. Mulcahy..
was hiding, Wilson andrTerpil went
about their business unmolested,

- .When Muicahy's, ‘charges were-,
made- known to the CIA, .Theodore .
shacklcy. then deputy fo lhu diregtor .
“of openatxons of ‘the ugenc and o
ng,nd,ofu‘){;lwnﬂ.. L m}dfr peh d
{inomo (0 thémiCIAINFectbr’ tqns-‘
iﬂeld Turfier atthicklng ‘Mhlc.xhyh., .
.. "Another CIA. officer friepdly with-
Wn!son was Thomas G. Clings, direc-
;d0r of traiping-in’ the agency's- rlan-
destlné branch, I June 1978;- whxle-
Cllnes was still a CIA officer, Wilson®
set pd compa?y* for Clines to move-
to pow his retire ent,. Clme; took
over’ the - firm, AR, L 7 Distributors
llnc. an oil” exp}omhon bushjess.,
: i

after helle ( T:

frerpnl wa$ sml in" lhe U SUin May
1980 when Mustafa Raqu‘m. acriti?
‘e of Khadafy; was: ‘shat td:degth u\‘
Londord. -0ne" of . the' ussassiubs dis
mrded his weapon, a: 33—cahber Calt.
revolver,, whicl had ‘not” bebii ‘fived.’ |
»Scotland Yard’ begau trying't race |
,;he history of the’ Wwéapon.: P

-On'the eve ‘of his scheduled Sept 4
,:i1980 trial in New York on charggs of

“attempting tmsell muchme guns,
;TEI‘pll -jumpéd “bail. and ﬂed o
Belrut. By then, Wilson, wa:
.xlrrost full time iny Trxpoli ¥ .-H-‘, |
+ It was not until this year that Scot- |
land Yird, helped by the U.S: I‘reas-l
ury Depnrlmem S Bureau of Alcohol |
‘Tobacco and: Ftrearms. learned’ zhat’
‘the gun found 2t the scene of Rama.;
dun s murder had been purclmsed by{
.loseph G&McElmy. of Westead-
ing, Pa."~ A
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* Government " investigators” suid , :/wesligutors suld they found list- |
that McElrdy, . who - pleaded 1o de-| . iigs for, Wilson's Libyan heyie und .
fense 10 income uix evasion and ifle- ‘buglness ‘téiephbnesi)n* _{qyg;s;»ud-
gul weupons sales overseas, has.con.;  dress p’opR‘.—’z‘_relg'}zhogé.f;ch_;q&;‘;ghgy;
dessed. that: he’ gave. the -.38-caliber- sald, show™ that " Tafoyy - has 'been™,
Colt 1o Terpil.is sizs. t ioioni 'L - billed :for, calls ade’ to” Wilson/s '
" “Another outspoken critic of Khas numbers. And travel fecords: show ‘l
'dafy’s, 'Faisal Zagallai, was a~stu ¢ that Tatoya and Wilson visited <.
“dent at Colorado State University in grul Mldd{d Enslcrnlz't))'tlln::'m: ?‘lq;z-!
Ft. Collins, Colo., when he was shor ‘F‘d(‘”y the sume time. i r '.;,'. .
‘twice in the head on Oct. 14, 1980.: 38 In addition, thé Investigaturs'sajd,.
tz.h:‘f:g:‘:tsu""'ved.?“d has since left’ ;Tulpya also'hud in his address book
edpuice > (ORI TP 4* ;1 the.ngme und telephone number of 5
- Police” have arrested Eug"ene“i “civilian employe at Ching Luke - }5?; :
Tafoya, a former Green Beret,.and ! e T T i
charged him with the shoating, .. !
- Investigators said they. found jist- }

"ings for: Wilson’s, Libyan home:and

business'telephones i Tafoya’s, ad |

- dress bouk, Telephone récords, they |

jsuid, show. that, Tufpya:-has bogy |

"ol ok calls e’ 5 Wisiung
iumbers;- And_ fravefirecords sholy |
it Tafoya and' Witdon' visfied S6v-. |

. eral Middle Eastern countiied at ey- i "
churged him with the shooting. g
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